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About Us: 
Minnehaha United Methodist Church is a thriving multi-generational, multicul-
tural Christian community devoted to social justice and personal spiritual 
growth. The congregation is both mission- and worship-focused. In addition 
to its worship, education, and social activities, the church supports local mis-
sion activities, including a food shelf and a monthly food distribution program. 
The church also supports a variety of national and international relief, educa-
tion, and development projects. 

A Reconciling Congregation: 
Minnehaha United Methodist Church opens our doors to all God’s people.  
We will strive to offer unconditional love and acceptance to all persons, 
regardless of race, sexual orientation or faith history. We work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and within our 
community.  -adopted 2006 

Our Mission: 
We seek, we serve, we celebrate, we carry our Christian faith into our 
community and the world. We provide a caring gathering place to worship 
God and to grow spiritually.    -reconfirmed 2011 

SUNDAY WORSHIP  -SUMMER SCHEDULE  

9:00 am  Worship with organ and choir. 

10:30am  Outdoor Worship  with band and vocals,  

  weather permitting. 

Infant and toddler care available all morning. 

GOOD THINGS HAPPEN 
Newsletter of  Minnehaha United Methodist Church 

 We seek, we serve, we celebrate. 

 September 
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Minnehaha Happenings in September 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

          1 

9a Brighter Minds 

10a Al-Anon 

6:30p NAMI 

6:30p NAMI 
(additional) 

6:30p RCA 

2 

8:45a Brighter 
Minds Music 

3 Communion 

6a Joy Catering 

10a Labor Day 
Worship 

11a Youth Council 

4p Youth & Con-
firmation Classes 

7p SAA 

4 Labor Day 

10a OA 

1:30p Al-Anon 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p Boy Scouts 
- Troop 1 

5 

9a Fun & Fit. 

10:30a Food Shelf 

1:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p  
Toastmasters 

6 

10a Staff Meeting 

1p Minnehaha 
circle 

5p Methodicals 

6p Sunday School 
Prep 

7p Children's 
Council 

7 

9a Food Shelf 
Board 

9a Fun & Fit. 

9:30a Brighter 
Minds Music 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

8 

9a Brighter Minds 

10a Al-Anon 

6:30p NAMI 

6:30p RCA 

  

9 

8a Safe Sanctuar-
ies Training 

8:45a Brighter 
Minds Music 

10 

10a Rally Day 
Worship 

2p Youth Group 

4p Youth/Parents 
night 

6:30p Togolese 
Community 
Church 

7p SAA 

11 Patriot Day 9/11 

10a OA 

1:30p Al-Anon 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p Boy Scouts 
- Troop 1 

6:30p Finance 

12 

9a Fun & Fit. 

10:30a Food Shelf 

1:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6p Nok. provider 

6:30p Church 
Council 

13 

5p Methodicals 

5:15p UMW gen-
eral meeting 

6p Safe Sanctuar-
ies Training 

14 

9a Fun & Fit. 

9:30a Brighter 
Minds Music 

1p Communion @ 
Nokomis Sq 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

15 Newsletter items 

due 

TBA peace event 

9a Brighter Minds 

10a Al-Anon 

6:30p NAMI 

6:30p RCA 

16 

8:45a Brighter 
Minds Music 

17 

9a Worship with 
Organ 

11a Worship with 
Band 

4p Youth & Con-
firmation Classes 

7p SAA 

18 

10a OA 

1:30p Al-Anon 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p Boy Scouts 
- Troop 1 

6:30p Women's 
Soul Group 

19 

9a Fun & Fit. 

10:30a Food Shelf 

1:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p  
Toastmasters 

6:30p Worship 
Committee 

20 

5p Methodicals 
21 International Day of 

Peace 

9a Fun & Fit. 

9:30a Brighter 
Minds Music 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p Trustees & 
B+G 

22 Fall Begins 

9a Brighter Minds 

9a Newsletter 
Collation 

10a Al-Anon 

6:30p NAMI 

6:30p RCA 

23 

7a MinneHarvest 

8:45a Brighter 
Minds Music 

24 

9a Worship with 
Organ 

11a Worship with 
Band 

4p Youth & Con-
firmation Classes 

6:30p Togo 
Church 

7p SAA 

25 

10a OA 

1:30p Al-Anon 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p Boy Scouts 
- Troop 1 

26 

9a Fun & Fit. 

10:30a Food Shelf 

1:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

6:30p SPR 

27 

5p Methodicals 
28 

9a Fun & Fit. 

9:30a Brighter 
Minds Music 

2:30p Brighter 
Minds Music 

29 

9a Brighter Minds 

10a Al-Anon 

6:30p NAMI 

6:30p RCA 

30 

8:45a Brighter 
Minds Music 
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Worship in September 
September begins with two one-service Sundays, and it also kicks off our new series for the fall – Mythbusters. Christians say lots of 
things, like “there’s a reason for everything,” and “God doesn’t give us anything more than we can handle,” and “God helps those who 
help themselves” that don’t reflect what we really believe about God. We’ll be looking at a variety of these popular sayings, finding better 
ways to express what we mean.  
3rd “Burning Bushes”        Exodus 3:1-5 
One Service 10:00 am 
 
10th Mythbusters: Everything Happens for a Reason    Romans 8:28-30 
Communion. One Service 10:00 am 
 
17th Mythbusters: God Helps Those Who Help Themselves  Psalm 1:1-3 
 
 

24th Mythbusters: Love the Sinner, Hate the Sin   Matthew 26:41 
 

September 15 
 

Save the Date 
Future special events at Minnehaha UMC: 

Oct. 1 – World Communion Sunday with a Caribbean focus 

Oct. 8 – Confirmation Sunday 

Oct. 19 – Will Planning and Funeral Planning 

Oct. 22 – Second of three Congregational Workshops 

Nov. 4 – Harvest Dinner and Concert by Timbre Junction 

Nov. 5 – All Saints Sunday 

Nov. 11 – Bazaar 

Nov. 22 – Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service 

Dec. 8 – Taizé Blue Christmas Service 

Dec. 17 – Children’s Christmas Pageant and dinner 

Dec. 24 – One service in the morning at 10:00 a.m. 

  -- Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m. 

Dec. 31 – One Service at 10:00 

 

CONGRATULATIONS Evan Johnson 

Son of Peter and Sue Johnson 

Troop 1’s newest Eagle Scout 

Ceremony will be in December 
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MUMC Youth Activities for September: 
 Sept. 3rd - Youth Group Kick-off: Pizza and planning party: Youth in 6th-12th 
Grade (4:00-6:00pm) 

 Join us for pizza and help us plan the ways we will Seek, Serve, and Celebrate this 
year! 

Sept. 10th  - Rally Sunday: Youth in 6th-12th Grade  

(10:00am-1:30pm) 

 Worship service starts at 10am, followed by meeting our Sun. school teachers and 
Youth serving lunch! 

 Please join us for a fantastic kick-off to the fall!  All proceeds of the lunch help 
support our Youth program. 

                 - Youth Night/Parents Night:  All Youth and Parents encouraged to attend  
(4-5:30)    

 Youth council is hosting a special parents night to discuss plans for the upcoming 
year, the best ways we can stay in touch with them, and how they can be 
involved.  While parents are getting all the info - the youth will be having a high 
energy game night in the gym. 

Sept. 17th - Confirmation kick-off Night:  Youth in 6th-10th Grade  
(4:00-5:30pm)  3rd Floor Youth room & Choir room 

 6th-7th grade Theme:  Who are we?    

 8th-10th grade Theme: Pentateuch 

Sept. 25th - Confirmation Night: Youth in 6th-10th Grade  
(4:00-5:30pm)  3rd Floor Youth room & Choir room 

 6th-7th grade Theme:  Intro to Confirmation    

 8th-10th grade Theme: Bible - History 

Leilani Thompson 
Director of Youth Ministries 

Youth Ministries 
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I n August, besides 
celebrating (or mourning) 
the end of summer, we had 
the chance to observe a solar 
eclipse. Different locations 
and circumstances (ah, 
cloudy Minneapolis) dictated 
just how much of the eclipse 
we were able to see. 
Darkness covered the light. 
It wasn't safe to look at. It 
wasn't in our control. And, 
we watched. I had the 
pleasure of observing it with 
my children and my parents. 
My father tried to get the 
grandchildren to join him in 
a dance to encourage the sun 
to return. They looked at 
him like he was crazy, and 
promptly jumped back into 
the pool. There was no 
doubt in their mind, even as 
they watched the sun 
disappear in the middle of 
the day, that the light would 
return.  
 
We all have different levels 
of comfort with darkness. 
We all have different levels 
of trust in the light. 
Sometimes, it doesn't feel 
safe to have our children 
observe this struggle 
between darkness and light. 
Mostly, it feels like we have 
no control. And, quite often, 
it seems as if our efforts to 
control the light are futile 
and we may as well just jump 
in the lake. For the eclipse, 
we listened to NASA 
scientists explain all that was 
happening, and we trusted in 
their wisdom and 
understanding, learned a bit 
about this amazing universe 

of ours, and trusted that the 
moon wouldn't forever blot 
out the light of the sun. As 
Christians, seeking peace and 
love in this world of ours, 
we learn that by working 
together we are the 
peacemakers, the light 
bringers. When we see 
darkness and hate in this 
world, we know that LOVE 
is stronger, and that we can 
bring light into the world.  
 
"...and what does the Lord 
require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to 
walk humbly with your God." - 
Micah 6:8 
 

T his year in Children & 
Family Ministries, our 
theme is Peace Like a River. 
We'll be looking at all the 
different ways we 
experience peace (spiritual, 
emotional, and physical), as 
well as exploring how we 
might be the peacemakers 
in the world. We hope you 
will join us in this journey, 
and encourage you to share 
with us ideas on how we 
might better help your 
family find light and hope 
in the midst of darkness.  
 

W e don't need any 
pinhole projectors, 
colanders, or special glasses 
to participate. Simply join us 
- for Rally Day, for Sunday 
School, for worship, for 
Playgroup - for wherever it 
might be that you feel you 
can find peace and/or can 
work to bring peace. The 
darkness isn't more powerful 

- while we may not always 
have control - we know this 
with certainty. Just as 
certainly, we know that we 
are called to be the 
peacemakers. 
 
With hope for our children, 
Jenia Strom 
Director of  
Children &  
Family Ministries 

 
 
 

Children’s Ministries 
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W e’re almost finished with Brian 
McLaren’s WE MAKE THE ROAD BY 
WALKING. (Our last chapter runs through 
September 2.) Chapter 52 ends: “‘Do not 
fear,’ the Spirit whispers. ‘All shall be well.’ 
That is why we walk this road, from the 
known into the unknown, deeper into 
mystery, deeper into light, deeper into love, 
deeper into joy.” 
 

T REASURER’S REPORT: 
Contributions have been strong through the 
summer so far. A key reason is that 49% of 
the congregation is giving through 
automatic withdrawal payments. We are 
current with all bills, mortgage payments, 
apportionment payments and inter-fund 
loan payments through July 31, 2017. And 
we’ve added 10 new giving units in 2017. 
(Dennis Feller, Treasurer) 
 

B LUE ENVELOPE CAMPAIGN: A 
few of the blue numbered envelopes to 
support a balanced budget are still available. 
(We’ve already raised more than $7,200!) If 
you took an envelope, place your donation 
inside and drop it into the offering plate. 
Thank you for supporting Minnehaha 
United Methodist Church. (Sue Claude, 
Finance) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N EW PHOTO DIRECTORY: Did 
you get your photo taken for the new photo 
directory? If not, we may try to schedule an 

additional photo date, so stay alert for that. 
If you have a photo you’d like to use, email 
it to Dean Ammerman: dean@kabloona.com. 
We’re trying to include everyone in our 
Minnehaha church family. (Dean Ammerman, 
Church Council) 
 

N EW MEMORIALS PROCESS: The 
Church Council approved a new process 
developed by the Memorials Committee, 
which outlines the memorials process, 
including family liaisons, planning, 
communication, committee “wish lists,” 
reports and the responsibility of the 
Treasurer. (Bev Kennedy, Memorials Chair) 
 

L OTS GOING ON WITH YOUR 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES: The Board of 
Trustees (and particularly Kim Kanuit and 
Gene Thompson) have been busy over the 
last two months. The playground was dug 
out and replaced, two new water fountains 
were installed (with bottle-filling 
capabilities!), a new money-saving copier 
was selected (and negotiated), the carpets 
were cleaned, a Monarch butterfly garden 
was planted in the boulevard on 50th Street, 
another “Will Party” will happen in October 
and more. (Kim Kanuit, Trustees Chair) 
 

F OOD SHELF SERVES HUNDREDS 
EACH MONTH: More than 500 clients use 
the Minnehaha Food Shelf every month. On 
average, greater than 30,000 pounds of food 
are given out monthly, which includes the 
numbers from MinneHarvest, our church’s 
own food mission. (Judy Durfey, Food Shelf) 
 

S UMMER PROGRAMMING FOR 
KIDS A SUCCESS: This year 50 children 
and 23 volunteers attended Minnehaha’s 
own Vacation Bible School. (Our biggest 
year yet.) And at our Music & Drama Camp 
(run by Maureen Trepp), 25 children and 
youth worked to put on the Boyton-based 
musical “When Pigs Fly.” Also, 11  

Continued on pg. 9 

Highlights from the August 8 Church Council Meeting 
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L adies of 
Minnehaha 
UMC or all 
you UMW 
members: 
Welcome to 
our fall 
schedule of 

events. Kicking off the year 
is our annual September 
General meeting and 
Potluck. Bring something to 
share and join us in the 
Fellowship Hall at 5:45 
followed by a program 
alerting us on how to keep 
ourselves and our 
community safe when 
visiting our church, a 
training led by Jenia Strom 
and attended also by our 
Sunday School teachers, 
Everyone is encouraged to 

partake in the potluck 
before the training.  

A  new daytime Circle is 
forming and will begin to 
meet in October. Our 
Minnehaha and Nokomis 
Circles have become one 
and will be meeting at 
Nokomis Square in the 
Community Room at 9:30 
a.m. on the second 
Wednesday of the month. 
Any woman of the church is 
encouraged to join, so go, 
see what's up. Bring a 
friend, if you wish. We also 
have a great, large Susanna 
Circle that meets in the 
evening and is led by Jenia 
Strom; rumor has it this 
group has become so large, 
they may become two 
evening Circles. Put the kids 

to bed, have someone else 
do the dishes and come to 
Circle: a great chance to 
share thoughts, ideas, crab 
or praise a little and make 
life long friends. Our fourth 
Circle, Wenonah continues 
to be called on to serve our 
congregation through 
preparing funeral 
receptions, setting tables for 
events, and participating in 
the November Bazaar. 

P lease begin to get ready 
for out annual Bazaar on 
Nov. 11. You are 
encouraged to get a table 
and sell items you have 
made or collected along 
with assisting the week of 
the bazaar. Check out our 
new flyer in this edition of 
the newsletter.  

United Methodist Women News 
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Monthly Communion at Nokomis Sq. 

On the second Thursday of the month at 1:00 p.m., there is a brief communion service at 
Nokomis Square preceded by a discussion of a current, relevant topic. Anyone is welcome 
to come. In September we will be gathering on September 14.  

Heart of  Christianity Study 
“What is the heart of Christianity? What does it mean to be a Christian today?” Marcus 
Borg opens his book with these questions, adding just a few sentences later, “We live in a 
time of conflict and change in the church.” Do we ever! Even though Borg wrote his 
book over 10 years ago, what he writes is still relevant for a church that continues to 
experience conflict and change. People struggle with beliefs they learned in childhood, and 
people struggle with how Christianity is defined by others. Borg wrote this book for all of 
us who are seeking an emerging way of seeing Christianity, and for those of us for whom 
an earlier vision of Christianity no longer works. We will be reading this book together, 
one chapter at a time, and discussing its insights on Monday nights from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 
The class starts on Sept. 11 and will finish on Nov. 20. You will need to have read chapter 
1 before the first class. 

Training for Everyone 
Everyone is essential to the life of a church. You might chair a committee, or be on a 
committee. Maybe you help teach Sunday School. Or you volunteer for various events. 
You pick up garbage you see on the floor and put it in the trash. You sing hymns in 
worship, have conversations with friends new and old. This training is for you! There will 
be three sessions over the course of the fall: 

 Sunday, Sept. 17, 1:00-3:00 –  
 We’ll look at the demographics of our neighborhood and our church. 
 
 Sunday, Oct. 22, 1:00-3:00 –  
 We say “All Are Welcome!” but how do we actually do that? 
 
 Sunday, Nov. 19, 1:00-3:00 – How to be a true neighbor in our community. 

Inkjet Cartridges 
"I attempted to deliver ink jet cartridges to the Wildlife Hospital on Dale Street in 
Roseville yesterday.  They do not take them.  They said I'd been given incorrect 
information. I am so disappointed.  There was no other recommendation  for them so...I 
guess we'll just stop saving them and take advantage of any offers from the businesses that 
sell them.  I'm so sorry that the Raptor Center quit the  program.  It felt so good to know 
that we were helping with the care of those wonderful creatures. 
 
I want to thank everyone who has participated in this effort.  We've done it several years 
and we can, at least, feel good about that. 
 
Continue to care for our environment! - Wanda Driver 
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What Do United Methodists Believe? 
Although theology in the United Methodist Church is not a rigid thing, there are particular 
beliefs that define who we are. If you’d like to find out more about what United 
Methodists believe about concepts like heaven, hell, grace, baptism, etc., come on 
Thursday mornings from 10:00-11:30 a.m. The class starts on Sept. 14 and runs through 
Oct. 19. We’ll be meeting up in room 310. 

Continued from pg. 6 

 
Minnehaha kids attended sleep-away camps 
through the Conference’s Camp Minnesota 
program. (Jenia Strom, Children’s Ministries) 
 

M INNEHAHA PLAYGROUP SETS 
RECORD: Tanya Ketcham’s Thursday 
morning playgroup had another successful 
summer visiting a wide range of parks 
throughout the Metro area. The number of 
children and their caregivers who attend this 
weekly get-together is growing. There are 
currently 119 members on the Facebook 
page. (FYI: Children 5 years old and under, 
and their caregivers, spend Thursday 
mornings from 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. playing, 
talking, exploring, supporting each other 

and learning together.) It’s a wildly 
successful program hosted by Minnehaha 
UMC. (Jenia Strom, Children’s Ministries) 
 

N EXT MEETING IS SEPTEMBER 
12: The next Church Council meeting will 
be September 12 at 6:30 p.m. Everyone in 
the church is invited to attend. Complete 
minutes of the meeting are available on 
request. (Dean Ammerman, Church Council) 
 
—submitted by Dean Ammerman, Church 
Council Chair 
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O n Thursday, October 
19, starting at 5:45 pm with 
a light supper, Minnehaha 
UMC will host a “Will 
Party” and “Funeral 
Planning” event. All are 
invited to attend, young and 
old. 

T his “Will Party” 
portion will provide an 
opportunity for those who 
wish to start or revise a will 
to meet with an attorney. 
Steve Otto of Otto Law 
(www.ottoesq.com), a Twin 
Cities law firm focusing on 
estate planning/probate 
administration and business 
law, will be at the meeting 

to talk about wills, answer 
your questions, and to meet 
one-on-one to discuss your 
estate planning needs. 
(There is no charge for this 
initial consultation.) If you 
would like to have a will 
drawn up or do other estate 
planning, you can set up a 
follow-up meeting.  

F ollowing Steve Otto, 
Becky will walk us through 
the Funeral Planning 
materials the church uses. 
The forms are available on 
our website (see the tab 
under “building use” on the 
top), but sometimes it’s 
helpful to walk through 
them in person. Whether 

you are jotting down notes 
you want to leave for your 
own service, or thinking 
about the questions you 
might need to ask a family 
member to help plan their 
service, this is a helpful 
piece of planning.  

C hildcare will also be 
provided upon request. 
RSVP’s not necessary but 
appreciated so we know 
about how many will be 
attending. Questions 
regarding this event and 
RSVP’s may be directed to 
David Graham, Kim 
Kanuit, or Becky Sechrist. 

Save the Date:  
“Will Party” and “Funeral Planning” on Thursday, October 19 
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One Service Sundays 
We will be having one service on 
two upcoming Sundays: 

September 3 – one service 
inside at 10:00.  Labor Day 
Weekend. 

September 10 – one service 
outside at 10:00 for our 
program year kick-off.  
There will be food for sale, 
a bike parade, music, and 
other fun events following 
the service.   



Repetitive Rituals 
I  love to experience new things, visit new places, try new foods. But there are plenty of things that, having done 
them once, I want to do them again and again. I am currently trying to find the space in my calendar to do 2 of 
my late summer favorites – pick blueberries and go to the State Fair. As it works out, these events will end up 
falling within just a few days of each other.  

T he place we pick blueberries is over an hour and a half away. It seems like a long drive just to get some 
blueberries, but the owners are great, the drive is beautiful, and they have enough varieties of blueberries that 
picking can begin in early July and go through Labor Day weekend. I’ve been once already, but I want (need?) 
more blueberries to store up in my freezer for my yogurt and granola the rest of the year, not to mention baking. 
And the late-season blueberries are amazing! They plant a variety call Elliotts, and the berries are large, and more 
savory than sweet. I do like the earlier varieties as well (really, there is no blueberry I dislike), but I always have to 
go back for the Elliotts. They have a complex flavor, and once I’ve had them on my tongue, I get so used to the 
flavor that I can’t just pop a handful of the other kind in my mouth without a small amount of disappointment.  

W hich is so unlike my State Fair adventure! The State Fair has animals galore, all of which I love to visit, and 
is great people-watching. I even look at the displays in the Creative Arts and Fine Arts buildings. But, truth be 
told, I go for the food. I don’t go for subtle, complex flavors like my blueberry. I get corn dogs and cheese curds 
and whatever else I can remember from what was great last year and then a whole list of things that looked 
interesting this year. It’s an assault on my tastebuds, but a welcomed one. I can’t eat like this all the time, so 
combining it with a lot of walking seems the most sensible plan. 

I ’m also hoping to try some new things this fall – a new miniature golf course with our niece and her husband 
when they come to town. A new restaurant with our sister-in-law. A visit to the new Sculpture Garden. And all of 
this is much like my spiritual life. I like to read new books, hear new prayers, even sing new hymns (really, I do 
like new hymns!). But in with the new is not always out with the old. Sometimes the routine of the same prayer at 
the same time each day is a comfort. Bible stories, even ones I’ve heard a hundred times, can surprise me with a 
new perspective. And hearing God’s voice in predictable ways is often a welcome relief. 

F all is a time of change for many of us – routines change just as the weather changes. We say goodbye to 
summer and hello to fall just as school starts back up, vacation plans settle down, and the leaves begin to turn 
color. Even as you welcome the new, don’t forget the routine. Make sure that you rely on God in ways that are 
familiar while welcoming new ways of seeing and experiencing God’s presence in the world and in your life. 

 

    In joy,  
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3701 East 50th Street  

Minneapolis, MN 55417 

Address Service Requested 

 

Phone: 612/721-6231 

Fax:  612/721-7289 

E-Mail: becky@minnehaha.org  

 office@minnehaha.org 
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