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About Us:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church is a thriving multi-generational, multicultural Christian community devoted to social justice and personal spiritual
growth. The congregation is both mission- and worship-focused. In addition
to its worship, education, and social activities, the church supports local mission activities, including a food shelf and a monthly food distribution program.
The church also supports a variety of national and international relief, education, and development projects.
A Reconciling Congregation:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church opens our doors to all God’s people.
We will strive to offer unconditional love and acceptance to all persons, regardless of race, sexual orientation or faith history. We work to eliminate
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and within our community. -adopted 2006
Our Mission:
We seek, we serve, we celebrate, we carry our Christian faith into our community and the world. We provide a caring gathering place to worship God
and to grow spiritually. -reconfirmed 2011

October
SUNDAY WORSHIP -FALL SCHEDULE
9:00 AM Worship with Organ and Choir
10:15 AM Education & Fellowship
11:00 AM Worship with band and vocals.

Infant and toddler care available all morning.

Good Things Happen
is the newsletter of
Minnehaha United Methodist Church,
published each month.
The deadline for November is

October 19
Contributions may be brought to the office
or emailed to: office@minnehaha.org
3701 East 50th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Phone: 612/721-6231
Fax:
612/721-7289
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Minnehaha Happenings in October
Sun

1

Mon

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p Brighter Minds
Music
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p Harry Potter
Adult Class

2

Tue

9a Fun & Fit.
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p Brighter
Minds Music
6:30p
Toastmasters

3

Wed

10a Staff Meeting
5p Methodicals
5:30p Wednesday
Dinner
6:45p Choir
7p Children's
Council

4

Thu

5

Fri

6

9a Fun & Fit.
9a Food Shelf Bd
9:30a Minnehaha
Playgroup
9:30a Brighter
Minds Music (BMM)
10a Scandalous
Gospel of Jesus
2:30p BMM

10a Al-Anon
8:45a Brighter
10:30a Brighter
Minds Music
Minds
4p Beechwood
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p RCA
7p Movie: Harry
Potter & the Order
of the Phoenix

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p Harry Potter
Adult Class

16

9a Fun & Fit.
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p Toastmasters

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

Boy Scout Pancake
Breakfast
9a Worship with
Organ
10:15 Faith
Forum/SS
11a Worship with
Band
3p Youth Group
4:30 Young Family
Dinner
6:30p Togo Church
7p SAA
9a Worship with
Organ
10:15 Faith
Forum/SS
11a Worship with
Band
3p Youth Group

9a Worship with
Organ
10:15 Faith
Forum/SS
11a Worship with
Band
3p Youth Group

6:30p Togo
Church
7p SAA

28

9a Worship with
Organ
10:15 Faith
Forum/SS
11a Worship with
Band
3p Youth Group
3p Mhaha Women’s
Group

6:30p Togo
Church
7p SAA

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Bible Study
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p Harry Potter
Adult Class

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p Harry Potter
Adult Class

29

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Boy
Scouts

9a Fun & Fit.
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p Brighter
Minds Music
6:30p Nokomis
Prov.

9a Fun & Fit.
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p SPR

30

9a Fun & Fit.
10:30a Food
Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p
Toastmasters

5p Methodicals
5:30p Wednesday
Night Dinner
6:45p Choir

5p Methodicals
5:30p Wednesday
Dinner
6:45p Choir

5p Methodicals
5:30p Wednesday
Dinner
6:45p Choir

31

HALLOWEEN
5p Methodicals
5:30p
Wednesday
Dinner
6:45p Choir

Sat

9a Fun & Fit.
9a Minnehaha
Playgroup
9:30a BMM
10a Scandalous
Gospel of Jesus
1p Communion @
Nokomis Sq
2:30p BMM

9a Fun & Fit.
9a Minnehaha
Playgroup
9:30a Brighter
Minds Music
10a Scandalous
Gospel of Jesus
2:30p BMM
9a Fun & Fit.
9a Minnehaha
Playgroup
9:30a BMM
10a Scandalous
Gospel of Jesus
2:30p BMM
6:30p Toastmasters
6:30p Trustees &
B+G

10a Al-Anon
10:30a BMM
6:30p RCA
7p Fellowship Hall
reserved
7p Taize

8:45a BMM
9a Harry Potter
and the Half
Blood Prince
9a Will Party
5p Childcare
Night

Newsletter items 8:45a Brighter
due
Minds Music
10a Al-Anon
10:30a Brighter
Minds
6:30p RCA

9a Newsletter
Collation
10a Al-Anon
10:30a Brighter
Minds
5p Halloween
Party
6:30p RCA

7a Minneharvest
8:45a Brighter
Minds Music
5:30 HARVEST
DINNER &
CONCERT

Notes: The calendar is accurate, to the
best of our knowledge, at the time of printing.
Dates and details may change at any time.
Please visit www.minnehaha.org to view an
up-to-date version of the calendar, and please
contact Heather before scheduling any meetings or events. If they aren’t on the calendar,
you are not guaranteed a meeting space.
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Worship in October

We will be continuing the Harry Potter series in worship through Oct. 21, and then Rev. John Darlington will grace
us at the end of the month with his preaching.
7th

“It Takes A Village”
World Communion Sunday

Romans 16:1-5a, 15-16

14th

“Is It My Destiny?”

Jeremiah 29-11

21st

“Immortality”

John 15:12-13

28th

“Putting Ourselves Out”
Rev. John Darling Preaching

Mark 10:46-52

Save the Date

Future special events at Minnehaha UMC:













Nov. 4 – All Saints Day
Nov. 10 – Bazaar
Nov. 21 – Ecumenical Thanksgiving Eve Service
Dec. 1 – Advent Party
Dec. 14 – Blue Christmas Taizé
Dec. 16 – Christmas Pageant
Dec. 24 – Christmas Eve services at 4:00 & 10:00
Dec. 30 – One service at 10:00
Jan. 9 – Food Shelf Pasta Dinner
Jan. 13 – Infant Recognition
Jan. 20 – Annual Meeting
Jan. 25-27 – Winter Retreat at Koronis Assembly
Grounds
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Happy October! As
autumn settled in around
us, we're happy to have
settled into a new program
year at Minnehaha. Many
thanks to all those families
who have helped us get
classrooms and spaces
ready, to all those who
have volunteered as teachers and helpers, to all those who
help make Minnehaha a welcoming place for people of all
ages.
We hope you'll join us in opportunities this fall to connect
with one another, both in peer focused activities (like our
Young Families Dinner, Balanced Media Presentation for
Third-Sixth Graders, or Youth Bonfire) and in our
intergenerational experiences (like the Halloween Party and
Harvest Dinner).
If you're looking for a service opportunity as a family, consider
coming to Minneharvest on Saturday, October 27th (and all 4th
Saturdays). You can come early (7am!) to help unload the truck,
or come at 9am to help hand out food.
And, if there's something you'd like to see happening at
Minnehaha that isn't, know we are always open to new ideas. If
you are interested in joining the Children's Council or Youth
Council, these are our teams that plan and carry-out activities for
Children (birth through fifth grade), Youth (6th-12th grade), and
their families - we'd love to have you join us.
Please contact Jenia Strom if you
have any questions or concerns (or
want to join in planning!).
Again, thank you for all that you
do for our Minnehaha community,
Jenia Strom
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Time for Renewal - Taize
With all that is going on around us, it is important to slow down and make sure we are feeding our
souls and listening for God periodically. Take an opportunity for renewal through prayer, song, and
silence at our monthly Taize services. Join us on October 12 at 7:00 p.m., or any second Friday of the month.

Farewell for Mary Fairbairn
Our first service organist and choir director, Mary Fairbairn, is leaving us to take a job as organist at
Normandale Hylands United Methodist Church. Her last Sunday with us will be on October 14.
Mary has been a wonderful part of our staff, and has enlivened and deepened our worship life, and
we are sorry to see her go. At the same time, we wish her well in this next adventure in her life.

Prayer Scarves for General Conference
As many of you are aware, our denomination’s world-wide gathering will be in Minneapolis on May 5-15, 2020. In
preparation, the churches in Minnesota would like to provide each of the delegates and attendees with a special
prayer scarf. We will need ten thousand of these, so every congregation is invited to make as many as they can. If
you are a knitter or a crocheter, here are the guidelines:
The yarn should be a solid royal purple (think Vikings or Prince), not lavender. Acrylic material, please,
something that can be washed.
The pattern can be of your own choosing, but the finished product should be 6-7” wide and at least 60” long
(we want people to be able to wrap these around their necks to stay warm in a drafty room). Sample
patterns are available at www.minnesotaumc.org/lydiaproject
Each scarf should be placed in a 1 gallon ziploc bag, and we will collect them at the church (you can drop
them outside Becky’s office). They will also be brought to Annual Conference in June of 2019.
We will be given tags, and you are encouraged to take a tag for every scarf you make, put your name and our
church on it, and attach it to the scarf with a piece of purple yarn.
I also encourage you to pray as you knit or crochet, in the spirit of a prayer scarf. You can pray for the person who
will eventually receive the scarf, pray for the deliberations of the delegates during the 2020 General Conference,
pray for our denomination and the decisions we make, and pray for the future of the church in general, that we
might all be more attuned to where the Spirit of God is leading us.

Thank you!!

First Friday Films

Do you find yourself shouting advice to characters during a movie? Nudging your neighbor with an elbow during
critical scenes? Wishing you had someone to talk to about the movie you just watched? Then you are in luck!
Come to the church on the first Friday of the month at 7:00 and settle in to watch a movie with fellow Minnehaha
-ians. Bring your own beverage and snacks, and feel free to bring a friend as well. After the credits roll, you’ll have
an opportunity to share your “aha” moments, the things you liked or disliked, or anything else the movie
prompted in you.
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Celtic Christianity Class
This summer eleven of us enjoyed the experience of a
study group on Mary Magdalene and how the loss of her
influence may have contributed to the male dominance of
the institutionalized church. We each read different books
over the course of six weeks and shared what we found
with regard to specific questions. We followed leads that
took us to France and England, learned about Black
Madonnas, Cathars, Gnostics and Templars, and we
shared our own doubts and possible heresies. If you see
one of us in a Heretic tee shirt, ask us the reason we are
wearing it. Several of us are reading the New New
Testament and we have decided to pursue another group
looking at Celtic Christianity. One reason for this is that
women remained as leaders much longer in the Celtic
church.

Newcomer Classes
We’ll be holding an introduction and orientation class
for anyone new to Minnehaha or interested in joining
on October 3. Please join us during the Wednesday
night dinner at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Your
meal is on us, and we’ll have a table set aside for the
class. If you want to stay for children & youth
programming at 6:15 or choir at 6:45, we would be
delighted! Just to give us an idea of numbers, please
RSVP to becky@minnehaha.org. If you are
interested, but cannot make the class, please let us
know that as well so we can plan another class at a
time that works for you.

Highlights of Paul’s Journey Cruise
You are invited to join our Bishop, Bruce Ough, and his wife, Char on a 10-day spiritual pilgrimage to visit
the lands and places that were integral to the life and teachings of Paul. The journey will be aboard a
smaller cruise ship (can accommodate 690 people), and will take place October 18-27, 2019. For more
details, there is a flyer at the back of the sanctuary, of you can also find details at the website of Minnesota

“The Great Society” Theatre Outing
Thanks to Sue Claude, 30 tickets are available for "The Great Society" at the History Theatre - for the matinee
performance on Sunday, 14 October at 2:00 pm. Tickets are normally $52 - $56 each but the price of these
tickets will be $30 each. (Sue is actually getting the tickets for $25 each - but is charging $30 each for them - so
$5.00 from each ticket will be donated to the church).
This play is the sequel to "All The Way" - the story of the first year of Lydon B. Johnson's presidency and the
passing of the Civil Rights bill. Most of the cast from last year's production will be returning for this sequel
including Pearce Bunting as LBJ, Shawn Hamilton as Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Andrew Wheeler as Hubert
H. Humphrey and Minnehaha UMC's own Jefferson Slinkard in multiple roles.
If interested - contact Sue right away. Tickets will be available on a first come/first serve basis. Sue is planning
to organize a lunch at Sawadtee Thai.
Call Sue Claude with any questions. 612-834-4871 (cellular)

Oct 6-28, 2018—Powerful Sequel to the Tony-Award-Winning All The Way
by Robert Schenkkan; directed by Ron Peluso
1965. 1966. 1967. 1968. LBJ has just been elected to a second term. Dr. King’s “March on Selma” is at the forefront
as LBJ battles to pass historic legislation on health care, education, poverty – and then, there’s the growing spector of
Vietnam as the election of 1968 grows near with Bobby Kennedy, Gene McCarthy, HHH and Richard Milhous Nixon
all making a run for the White House. The Great Society depicts the larger-than-life LBJ’s tragic fall from grace, as his
accomplishments are overshadowed by the bitter failure of Vietnam.
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SAVE THE DATE:
“Will Party” Sat. October 13 at
9:00 am

On Saturday, October 13, starting at 9:00 am
with a continental breakfast, Minnehaha UMC
will host another “Will Party” event. All are
invited to attend, young and old.

Beechwood Benefit
Jim Shetler, long time member of MUMC, is hosting the
following fundraising event and hopes to see you there.
2nd Annual BeechWood Benefit
Saturday, October 6, 2018
6-9:00 pm
Minnehaha United Methodist Church
Silent Auction, Mystery Boxes/Bags, Live Music,
Appetizers and More
Tickets $35 in advance and $40 at the door
BeechWood provides quality in-home and community
based services to low income individuals with disabilities
(physical/mental/brain injury)—working with them to live
independently and thrive in the community. Come join in
the fun while showing your support and learning more
about their services and staff.
For more information about BeechWood and to purchase
tickets in advance, please visit www.beechwoodinc.org.

The “Will Party” will provide an opportunity
for those who wish to start or revise a will to
meet with an attorney. Steve Otto of Otto Law
(www.ottoesq.com), a Twin Cities law firm
focusing on estate planning/probate
administration and business law, will be at the
meeting to talk about wills, answer your
questions, and to meet one-on-one to discuss
your estate planning needs. (There is no charge
for this initial consultation.) If you would like to
have a will drawn up or do other estate
planning, you can set up a follow-up meeting.
Childcare will also be provided upon request.
RSVP’s not necessary but appreciated so we
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Adult Faith Forum Upcoming Topics

Everyone is welcome to join in our Faith Forum conversations this fall from 10:15-11 in the Fellowship Hall. From September 30October 28 we’ll learn about issues raised by the United Methodist Women at the world-wide General Assembly in May.
Sept. 30 - School to Prison Pipeline: how the mass incarceration in present day U.S. is affecting families of those in
prison along with creating another generation of prisoners; what is being done and what can we do? - led by Geri and
Ashley Cook
Oct. 7 - Spiritual Growth resources and themes from our international UMW organization To promote peace in the
world around us, we must continually cultivate an inner peace. Discussion will focus on ways to sustain a sense of
peace in our lives. - led by Tracy Gulliver
Oct. 14 - Global warming and its disproportional effect on communities of color and poverty. Unprecedented storms,
drought, natural disasters and floods have taken an extreme toll on those already hurting. - led by Maureen Trepp
Oct. 21 - Living Our Principles, the Social Principles and Economic Justice: discussion on how the Social Principles
can help us understand the root causes and effects of economic disparity and to consider ways we can respond on
faith as communities. – led by Kim Kanuit
Oct. 28 - Understanding Palestine and Israel: What can be done to end the violence? - led by Shirley Arms and John
Darlington

Newcomer Classes

Introducing A.P. Hopper

We’ll be holding an introduction and
orientation class for anyone new to
Minnehaha or interested in joining on
October 3. Please join us during the
Wednesday night dinner at 5:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Your meal is on us,
and we’ll have a table set aside for the
class. If you want to stay for children &
youth programming at 6:15 or choir at
6:45, we would be delighted! Just to give
us an idea of numbers, please RSVP to
becky@minnehaha.org. If you are
interested, but cannot make the class,
please let us know that as well so we can
plan another class at a time that works for
you.

A.P. Hopper has graciously agreed to substitute for us as our
organist and choir director until we can find a permanent
replacement for Mary Fairbairn. Her first Sunday with us will be
October 21. Here is a little bit from A.P. about herself:
I grew up in South Milwaukee, WI in a Polish Catholic
community and attended the parish grade school. I began piano
studies when I was in first or second grade and took lessons through
and after college. I began organ studies in eighth grade at De Sales
Prep High School and continued into college, where I attended De
Sales College and Alverno College, graduating with a double major in
Theology and Music.
My "career" in music ministry began when, as a sophomore in
high school, my pastor at my home parish called and told me that
starting the following Sunday I was going to be the next parish
organist! I began directing two choirs the following fall and I've been
at it ever since, for the last 52 years. I sing with One Voice Mixed
Chorus, and served as the bass section leader for 14 years and as the

assistant director from 2006-2008. I was also the accompanist and associate music director of Calliope Women's
Chorus from 2011-2016, have most recently served as liturgical accompanist at Saron Lutheran Church in Big Lake,
MN for the last 4 years, and currently accompany a small (but quite talented) liturgical choir on some Saturday
afternoons at St. Frances Cabrini Church in the Prospect Park neighborhood.
There isn't enough space to tell you about my wonderful bride, Cyndi, and our children, and grandchildren, so
you'll just have to ask me about them!
I have worn many hats as a music minister, but I have been told that my greatest talent (and my passion) lies in
choral directing. I look forward to ministry with the choir and I have an invitation for you:
PLEASE COME JOIN US!!!
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MinneHarvest

Communion at
Nokomis Square
A brief service of communion is offered at Nokomis Square
on the second Thursday of this month. All are welcome to
join us on October 11 at 1:00 p.m. Before communion, we’ll
have a brief discussion about the debate on whether denominations like the Jehovah’s Witnesses, Christian Scientists,
Mormons, and Seventh Day Adventists are Christian.

One out of six Minnesotans goes hungry on a regular basis.
Our free food give-away once a month is a source of food
relied upon by many, and it happens through volunteers
who come each month. Please join us this month on
Saturday, October 27. You can volunteer anytime between
7:00 and 10:30 a.m. We unload the trucks starting at 7, serve
the food at 9:00, and are usually done cleaning up by 10:30.
Join us, and bring a friend!

LGBT Grief Support Group
This ongoing support group is for those who have experienced a death, serious break-up or divorce in a same sex
relationship. The group offers support and understanding to cope and adjust to the loss of a relationship. The group
meets the 1st Tuesday of each month at 7 pm at Bradshaw Minnehaha, 3131 Minnehaha Ave, Minneapolis. For
more information call Tony or Roxie at 612-724-3621.

Prayer Scarves for General Conference
As many of you are aware, our denomination’s world-wide gathering will be in Minneapolis on May 5-15, 2020. In
preparation, the churches in Minnesota would like to provide each of the delegates and attendees with a special prayer
scarf. We will need ten thousand of these, so every congregation is invited to make as many as they can. If you are a
knitter or a crocheter, here are the guidelines:
The yarn should be a solid royal purple (think Vikings or Prince), not lavender. Acrylic material, please, something
that can be washed.
The pattern can be of your own choosing, but the finished product should be 6-7” wide and at least 60” long (we
want people to be able to wrap these around their necks to stay warm in a drafty room). Sample patterns are
available at www.minnesotaumc.org/lydiaproject
Each scarf should be placed in a 1 gallon ziploc bag, and we will collect them at the church (you can drop them
outside Becky’s office). They will also be brought to Annual Conference in June of 2019.
We will be given tags, and you are encouraged to take a tag for every scarf you make, put your name and our
church on it, and attach it to the scarf with a piece of purple yarn.
I also encourage you to pray as you knit or crochet, in the spirit of a prayer scarf. You can pray for the person who
will eventually receive the scarf, pray for the deliberations of the delegates during the 2020 General Conference, pray
for our denomination and the decisions we make, and pray for the future of the church in general, that we might all
be more attuned to where the Spirit of God is leading us.

Thank you!!

Minnehaha Potluck and Game Night

Hosted by Todd & Tracy Gulliver - For MUMC adults of all ages

When: Saturday, September 20th, from 5:30 -9:00 pm
Where: Becketwood (4300 W. River Pkwy, Mpls)
Join us for food, fun and conversation at Minnehaha’s monthly potluck. Bring a dish to share and your favorite game.
We hope you can join us!
To RSVP, email Tracy Gulliver at tracygulliver@gmail.com or call 651-274-1657
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Generations
When I talk with my clergy colleagues, I realize how lucky we are here at Minnehaha.
And, really, how lucky I am. When I mention that we’ve had a lot of funerals this year,
and that we have 19 people who are 90 or older, some of my colleagues tell me that
they rarely do funerals, and that they don’t even have 19 people over the age of 60 in
their congregation. When I talk about the 10 babies we’ve welcomed just in the last 6 months,
other colleagues tell me how they are excited if they do one infant baptism a year, and that even
most of those are grandchildren of their members who probably won’t be active in the church
beyond the baptism.
We have a fairly even representation across the decades at Minnehaha. A little more in the middle,
and a little less at the end (as you would expect), but in general, we have people in all walks of life.
We have those who are newly married, those finding love for the second or third or fourth time,
those who are single by choice and by circumstance. We have households filled with the noise of
children and households that love the quiet and simplicity of living alone. There are plenty of us
who are satisfied with where we are in life, and we also have plenty of us who wish we were at
some other stage. Some houses are too quiet, and some are too noisy. But together, we are a
community. Those who are young get to experience the lives of those who are older. And, those
who are older get to hear about what life is like for the young. Sometimes we are envious of the
lives others lead, and sometimes we are grateful that we are where we are in life. And that is the
wonderful thing about a multi-generational community! Whether you fall in the envious category or
the grateful category, offer a prayer of thanks that you are part of a community that lets you
experience all generations. And reach out to someone who is older than you are, and to someone
who is younger than you are. It is amazing how we can see God not only in our own experiences,
but also through the lived lives of others.
In Joy,

3701 East 50th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Address Service Requested
Phone: 612/721-6231
Fax:
612/721-7289
E-Mail: becky@minnehaha.org
office@minnehaha.org
10/18

It will soon be time
to fall back and gain
that hour we lost in
the spring. Set your
clocks back one
hour before coming
to worship on Sunday, Nov. 4. If you
forget, we’ll have some coffee on for you
as you wait for everyone else to arrive.

