GOOD THINGS HAPPEN
Newsletter of Minnehaha United Methodist Church
We seek, we serve, we celebrate.
NOV 2021

Worship Changes
As you are aware, we are currently worshiping inside, with every other pew
blocked off, masked, no choir and no congregational singing. As vaccinations
become available for younger children, here is what the Covid Task Force
came up with for making incremental changes in Sunday morning worship.


The choir will begin singing again (with no masks, up in the chancel) 8
weeks after vaccinations are made available to ages 5-11.



Congregational singing (with masks) will be allowed 8 weeks after vaccinations AND if the Hennepin County positivity rate is 5% or less.



Remove the every other pew distancing 8 weeks after vaccinations AND if
the Hennepin county 7 day average of new cases is at or below 10/100,000
per day.



Remove masking 8 weeks after vaccinations AND if the Hennepin county
7 day average of new cases is at or below 7.1/100,000 per day.

The Twin Cities Marathon was on
October 3rd, and the route takes
runners down Minnehaha Parkway.
Minnehaha Youth went to cheer
on!

Out on a scavenger hunt,
Minnehaha Youth form their
version of Minnehaha "M"

These guidelines are based strongly from the CDC guidelines, and were discussed extensively by the Covid Task Force.
Assuming that we won’t be at the 8 week mark much before the end of the
year, we are working on creating some indoor and outdoor options for both
Thanksgiving Eve and Christmas Eve worship. You can find our Thanksgiving
Eve plans elsewhere in the newsletter. For both of these times, we might relax
indoor singing guidelines, knowing that there is an outdoor option also available.

In this Issue:

About Us:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church is a thriving multi-generational, multicultural Christian community devoted to social justice and personal spiritual growth. The congregation is both missionand worship-focused. In addition to its worship, education, and social activities, the church supports local mission activities, including a food shelf and a monthly food distribution program. The
church also supports a variety of national and international relief, education, and development
projects.
A Reconciling Congregation:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church opens our doors to all God’s people. We will strive to offer
unconditional love and acceptance to all persons, regardless of race, sexual orientation or faith
history. We work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and within
our community. -adopted 2006
Our Mission:
We seek, we serve, we celebrate, we carry our Christian faith into our community and the world.
We provide a caring gathering place to worship God and to grow spiritually. -reconfirmed 2011
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Sun

Mon

1
1:30p Al-Anon
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p What We
Do & Do Not
Believe

Tue

2 Election Day
9a Fun & Fitness
Group
10:30a Food Shelf
11a Staff
2p Books That
Didn’t Make the
Bible
3p Music Lessons
7 Daylight Saving Time 8
9
Ends
1:30p
Al-Anon
9a Fun & Fitness
Communion
6:30p Boy Scouts Group
All Saints Sunday
9a Worship
6:30p Cub Scouts 10:30a Food Shelf
10a Adult Faith
6:30p Finance
2p Books that
Forum
6:30p What We
didn't make the
10a Sunday
Do & Do Not
Bible
School
Believe
3p Music Lessons
11a Worship
6:30p Church
3p TCGMC
Council
4p Youth Group
6:30p Nokomis
6p Mpls Madrigal
Neighborhood
Singers
Group
7p SAA
14
15
16
9a Worship
1:30p Al-Anon
9a Fun & Fitness
10a Adult Faith
6:30p Boy Scouts Group
Forum
10:30a Food Shelf
10a Sunday
6:30p Pack
2p Books that
School
Meeting
didn't make the
11a Worship
6:30p Soul Group Bible
1p Newcomer
6:30p What We
3p Music Lessons
Class
Do & Do Not
6:30p Worship
3p TCGMC
Believe
Committee
4p Youth Group
6p Mpls Madrigal
Singers
7p SAA
21
22
23
9a Worship
1:30p Al-Anon
9a Fun & Fitness
10a Adult Faith
6:30p Boy Scouts Group
Forum
6:30p Cub Scouts 10:30a Food Shelf
10a Sunday
6:30p What We
2p Books that
School
Do & Do Not
didn't make the
11a Worship
Believe
Bible
3p TCGMC
3p Music Lessons
4p Youth Group
6:30p SPR
6p Mpls Madrigal
Singers
7p SAA
28
29
30
9a Worship
9a UMW Simpson 9a Fun & Fitness
10a Adult Faith
prep
Group
Forum
1:30p Al-Anon
10:30a Food Shelf
10a Sunday
6:30p Boy Scouts 2p Books That
School
6:30p What We
Didn’t Make the
11a Worship
Do & Do Not
Bible
3p TCGMC
Believe
3p Music Lessons
4p Youth Group
6p Mpls Madrigal
Singers
7p SAA

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

3
1:45p Music
Lessons
6:15p
Confirmation

4
9a Fun & Fitness
Group
2:30p Music
Lessons

5
10a Al-Anon
7p Twin Cities
Transmasculine
Support Group

6
9a M. Mazvydas
Lithuanian
Heritage School
9a Music Lessons
7p High School
Lock In

10
9a Bazaar Prep
1:45p Music
Lessons
6:15p
Confirmation
7p Children's
Council

11 Veterans' Day

12 Newsletter items

13

17
1:45p Music
Lessons
6:15p
Confirmation
6:30p Women's
Soul Group 2

18 Great American

19
10a Al-Anon

20
9a M. Mazvydas
Lithuanian
Heritage School
9a Music Lessons

24
1:45p Music
Lessons
6:15p No Chancel
Choir

25 Thanksgiving Day 26
9a Fun & Fitness 10a Al-Anon
Group
2:30p Music
Lessons

27
7a MinneHarvest
9a Music Lessons

Bazaar Prep

due

9a Fun & Fitness Bazaar Prep
10a Al-Anon
Group
7p Taizé
2:30p Music
Lessons
6p Puga Dance
Group

Smokeout

9a Fun & Fitness
Group
2:30p Music
Lessons
6p Puga Dance
Group
6:30p Trustees

Bazaar Prep

9a M. Mazvydas
Lithuanian
Heritage School
9a Music Lessons
10a UMW Bazaar

Notes: The calendar is accurate, to the best of our
knowledge, at the time of printing. Dates and details may
change at any time. Please visit www.minnehaha.org to view an
up-to-date version of the calendar, and please contact Heather
before scheduling any meetings or events.
If your event or meeting is not on the calendar, you are not
guaranteed a meeting space.
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Worship in November

We bookend this month with special celebrations. Both our services are indoors now, and we start with an honoring
of all those who have died in the last year on All Saints Sunday, Nov. 7. There will be stories about some of these
people, and we will also have communion (with the individually wrapped cups and gluten-free bread). And, Advent
begins at the end of the month, so November 28 will be the beginning of our Advent season and the theme Close to
Home. I look forward to seeing you in worship!
November 7

“All Saints”
Communion

Psalm 127:1-2

November 14

“Dedication”

I Samuel 1:4-20

November 21

“Come Again!”

Revelation 1:4b-8

November 24

Thanksgiving Eve

November 28

“Homesick”

Minnehaha Youth ponder a stop sign while on a
Scavenger Hunt

Luke 21:25-36
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MinneHarvest
Our free food give-away once a
month is a source of food relied upon
by many, and it happens through volunteers who come each month. Because of Thanksgiving, we will be distributing food one week earlier than
usual in November and December, so
please join us on November 20. You
can volunteer anytime between 6:30
and 10:30 a.m. We start setting up at
6:30, unload the truck starting at 7,
serve the food starting around 7:30,
and are usually done cleaning up by
10:30. Join us for all or any portion of
that time, dress appropriately for the
weather, and bring a friend (and a
mask)!

Pledges
If you haven’t gotten in your pledge
for the 2021 Operating Budget, please
do so right away. We will be passing
our annual budget mid-January and
we’d like as accurate a number as we
can for our If you didn’t get a pledge
card, or need another one, please contact the office to get a new one.
Thank you! And, a shout out to our
own Lisa Scuto-Johnson who created
all the recipes for that wonderful
meal!

Thanksgiving Eve
On November 24, we will be having
two worship options at the church.
Come by at 6:00 and have some
warm cider and gather outside in the
side lawn for a time of conversation,
with a Thanksgiving ritual at 6:15. At
6:45, we will have an abbreviated
service inside with singing (while
masked), prayers, and a short sermon. You are also invited to bring
an item for the Food Shelf, a toy for
the Food Shelf Christmas store, or a
financial contribution for either of
those things.

Adult Sunday Faith Forums in November
Adult Faith Formation happens at 10:00, between the two worship
services:
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Oct. 31 – Interview with Salma Ahmed, a 2021-2022 Women’s Foundation of MN Innovator, who is using a community-based team approach to assist in the successful reintegration of formerly incarcerated
Muslims.
Nov. 7 – Matthew Palombo: Police Reform post the Minneapolis Election.
Nov. 14 - Marshall Cook: Life and Its Software, “The Language of
God.”
Nov. 21 – Matthew Palombo: Thanksgiving from the a Indigenous
Person’s Prospective.

All Saints Sunday
We will be celebrating All Saints Sunday on November 7 at both
worship services, reading the names of all the members of the
congregation who have died since the last All Saints Sunday,
remembering their lives and their ministry among us. If you know
of any family members or good friends of people who have died in
the last year, please be sure to extend an invitation to them to join
us at either service.

November 7

Newcomer Class
We’ll be holding an introduction and orientation class for anyone
new to Minnehaha or interested in joining on Sunday, November 14
at 1:00. You can come in person or attend via zoom; when you
RSVP (becky@minnehaha.org), just let us know which way you’d
like to attend.

Join us this month on Friday, November 12th at 7:00pm in the Sanctuary to gather
by candlelight for a service of prayerful silence and meditative music. Masks and social
distancing will be required. Our service will also be livestreamed to
MUMC's YouTube page for at-home viewing.

It will soon be time to fall back
and gain that hour we lost in
the spring. Set your clocks back
one hour before either
attending or tuning in to
worship on Sunday, Nov. 7.

Advent
Advent, the season of preparation for
Christmas, begins on November 28
this year. We are following a theme
of “Close to Home” and will have
Advent calendars for families with
children, and an Advent Devotional
for every household. You can pick up
either/both of these items at the
church any Sunday. Let us know if
you cannot make it to church and
would like us to mail you a devotional and/or calendar.
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United Methodist Women
Climate change. Murders and shootings around the country. Vaccine deniers.

Unemployment. Jobs that are not filled. Governments of foreign countries imploding.
Corruption in the tech industries. Children in I.C.U’s. Supply chain disruptions. Closed
businesses. Droughts, starvation, fear.= what our Covid pandemic has wrought. Yet, we
at Minnehaha UMC are attempting to feel normal, do the traditional things we have
enjoyed as a congregation and try new ways of doing them as we are limited by the
times.
Your United Methodist Women are still here, still trying, in fellowship with each other,
to mission to women and children in our city and the world. We had a successful
Rummage Sale in September with many volunteers participating and raising funds for the
church and our group. Let’s continue to “be normal” by volunteering for and going to
our Nov. 13th Holiday Bazaar. We’re needing baked goods and donated
desserts (YEAH!!! Contact Margaret Rawson at rawso001@umn.edu if you
would like to donate some goodies to sell), servers of food, set-up and take
down people and buyers! There’s still time to reserve a table as a vendor
(maureentrepp@yahoo.com) to sell your products. Food will be served in togo packaging rather than eating in the Fellowship Hall but breakfast is back!
Egg dishes and sweet rolls along with our great chicken hotdish or sloppy joes
for lunch. No pre-orders this year but do come!

Another Scavenger Hunt !

One of UMW’s major missions is serving for receptions following funerals and
this year we are catching up on those who passed in 2020 along with recent
deaths. We have served for 4 funerals so far this fall with the most recent being
for Marge McCanney on Oct. 16 and will be followed on Oct. 30 for Audrey Damon,
both long-time church members along with being active UMWers. We see this as an
important mission and always welcome anyone who can help out. Those of you baking

“Let’s continue to “be normal” …”
bars when called are a great asset: sending to church those treats. If you are able to help
serve or set up, please let Kim Kanuit know at kanuitkk@q.com; bars are coordinated by
Beth Minehart at pbpminehart@gmail.com. It is always gratifying and a pleasure to assist
our grieving families.
Our funds go to buy the food for a meal we have been serving monthly, now at Simpson
Shelter. October’s serving date was Wednesday, the 27th when we only needed 6 people
to actually do the serving that night. We brought meals for 60 people and served safely
thru a window from the kitchen to the dining room. We are scheduled to serve again on
Nov. 29, a Monday, and welcome anyone who would like to help. The times are 5:308:00 at the Simpson Shelter at 28th St. and 1st. Ave., parking on the north side of the
building. Please contact Maureen if you are interested.
How about some fun!!! We’re hoping to plan some event: game night? Music jam?
Dinner out? Field trip? For some time in January or February: not on Zoom!! Most likely
a party on a deck or patio won’t work but look for what might happen. Would you
come? Just to have fun? Stay tuned!
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In peace, and hope for a real change, Maureen Trepp, UMW President
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Lists
As we approach All Saints Sunday this year, I have been reflecting on my lists. I believe I have mentioned
my lists to some of you, or mentioned them in a sermon a time or two. I have two lists – a list of diseases I
never want to get, and a list of people I want to be like as I age. Since I don’t really have much control over
the first list, I’ve been focusing on the second list. One of the wonderful things about being a pastor is
getting to be present with people at times in their lives I wouldn’t otherwise get to be there, and getting to
hear stories! People tell me stories about their lives, and at the time of a funeral, I get to hear others tell
stories about that person. I’ve heard touching stories of care, frightening stories of indifference,
heartbreaking stories of loss and wrong turns, funny stories, and just plain heart-warming stories of how
much a person has meant to their family and friends. Some of the stories are repeated at the memorial
service, but others remain only in my memory. I promise
families, as I write some of them down, that I won’t use that
story in the service, and I put a star by it to remind myself that
the story was not meant to be repeated in a public setting.
They’ve worked their way into my bones, into the marrow of
my being. Some are cautionary tales, but others inspire me to
be a better person. To love this world and the people in it
more fully. To have more fun, to take more risks, to be more
present. And while I am privileged to hear some of these
stories, you don’t have to be a pastor to make a list of people
you want to be like as you continue to live your life. I don’t
mean that any of us should be something not ourselves, but
look at the people around you. Who inspires you? How could
you incorporate that characteristic into your own life? In your
own, unique way? There are people who can carry off style of clothing that I know would look just wrong
on me. So, I admire their great taste, and try to dress in ways that are authentic to me. So many of you,
though, inspire me much beyond your taste in clothing. The ways you care for the community, the ways
you pay attention to one another, the ways you go an extra mile, the ways you laugh and sing and cry and
hope and love. Thank
you for being
yourselves. Thank you
for making my second
list so long that I will
spend my whole life
being a better child of
God because of the
ways you have been
children of God.
Thank you!

“But the stories
are still there,

even as I recycle
the paper they

were written on.”

In Joy,

Becky

3701 East 50th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Address Service Requested
Phone: 612/721-6231
Fax:
612/721-7289
E-Mail: becky@minnehaha.org
office@minnehaha.org
11/21

