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Summer 2025 

 

June 15 Trinity Sunday 

Revelation 7:9-17;  John 10:22-30 

“Springs of Living Water” 

 

June 22 

Revelation 21:1-6;  John 13:31-35 

“ A New World “ 

 

June 29 

Revelation 21:10, 22-22:5;  John 14:23-29 

“ Trees of Life” 

 

 July 6 Communion 

Revelation 22:12-14, 16-17, 20-21;  John 17:20-26 

 “ Becoming One” 

 

July 13 

Week #1 of series New Life Breaks Out! 

 

July 20 

Week #2 series New Life Breaks Out 

 

July 27 

Week #3 New Life Breaks Out 

 

Aug. 3 Communion 

 

Aug. 10 

Week #4 New Life Breaks Out 

 

Aug. 17 

Week #5 New Life Breaks Out 

Backpack Blessing 

 

Aug. 24 

Pet blessing 

 

Aug. 31 Communion 

Nancy’s last Sunday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 Elevator work has begun! 

 Work expected to last 4-5 weeks 

 Please plan accordingly:  if you need 
to move a meeting for accessibility 
please contact the office 

. 

Planting the Minnehaha garden 
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United Women in Faith  
 

Sunday, May 11 (Mother’s Day) was the UWF’s annual Sunday where we share the 
names of individuals who have served our Minnehaha UMC community. There 
were two recipients who well deserve that recognition. Their names are added to 
the long list of previous service award recipients along with receiving a service award pin. Read over the list sometime 
in the library. 

 
Craig Johnson, a very long time member of Minnehaha, has always been 
active, served on several committees over the years and can be found nearly 
every Sunday service in the back of the sanctuary, getting things ready and 
then clearing things out at the end of the service. He even waters our plants! 
He has been a faithful dinner server at Simpson shelter along with 
participating in so many other events: dishwasher for UWF served meals in 
the Fellowship Hall, assistant to his wife, Char Johnson, when needed and 
always reliable. You have earned this service award, Craig! 
 
A second person has brought so much talent to music 
and children’s programs at Minnehaha. She has co-
directed 11 children’s spring 
musicals which have entertained 
us and taught music and 

performance to our children. Her  beautiful voice has moved many Minnehaha members 
singing during services and fund-raising shows, and has graced us with her acting skills in such 
shows as The Secret Garden and Seussical. Throughout the years she has contributed her ideas 
and work on the worship committee and children’s council. She has taught Sunday school, been 
a VBS teacher, and been a beloved mentor to many. She has a welcoming spirit, a contagious 
laugh and makes people feel like they are the most amazing, talented individual they know. 
We  want to acknowledge Jenn Schroeder for all that she’s given to Minnehaha Church.  
Written by Jenia Strom who delivered her Service pin. 
 
We appreciate Becky sharing a great message on the UWF Sunday along with 
great music from a woman composer and the information shared by Ashley 
Trepp about our newest mission: Water Course. 
 
The ways we have spent the money we have earned thru fundraising are listed 
below for 2024: 
Your generosity is shared with these following missions: 
Simpson Shelter Meals: Feeding those who are experiencing homelessness. $1,803 
UWF District/MN Conference/National Division: For meetings, newsletters, Mission U, Reading Programs, 
Global Mission Projects including UMCOR. $1,795  
Water Course Counseling Center: Providing community and school-based mental health services. $500 
Emma Norton Services: Providing transformational housing for women and families on their journey of recovery. 
$500  
Heifer Project: Providing healthy animals and training to help families overcome hunger. $260 
Vivie Senior Living (previously Walker Place): Providing funds for the special needs of residents. $250 
Clare Housing: Providing affordable supportive housing for people affected by HIV. $250 
Haiti Solar Oven Project: Providing solar ovens for cooking and water pasteurization. $200 
Meals On Wheels:  Providing home-delivered meals to people in our South Mpls community. $200 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Blessing of  the Bikes  
Sunday, June 8 will be a special service to bless our 
bikes and bike helmets! All are invited to ride your 
bike to church or you can bring your bike helmet to be 
blessed. 

Blessing of  the Backpacks  
All are invited to bring your backpack, work bag, 
tote, etc. to church for a special blessing for the new 
school year. We will also bless the backpacks given to 
the children of families at MinneHarvest food-
giveaway. 

Blessing of  the Animals  
Animals play an important role in many of our lives. If 
you have a special pet, we invite you to bring it to our 
annual animal blessing service on Sunday, August 24. 
We’ll gather inside if it is raining, but either way, there 
will be a time in the worship service to have your pet 
blessed. Whether you have a horse or a hamster, bring 
them to church. Just make sure it’s in a crate or 
container or on leash of some kind. If you don’t have 
a pet, but wish you did, come anyway and bring a 
stuffed animal if you’d like. If your pet doesn’t like 
crowds, other animals, or can’t really get out, bring a 
picture and we’ll bless that. You may also with to 
recognize the death of a pet in this way. And, invite 
your friends to bring their pets as well; we welcome 
everyone. 
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Minnehaha Playgroup  
Playgroup meets on Thursdays from 9:30-11:30 am. Throughout the summer, Playgroup will meet at various local 
parks. Check for each week’s location on their Facebook page “Minnehaha Playgroup”. *Rainsite is the church nursery 
and playroom 

 

Family Fun Night at the Beach  
Families of all ages are invited to gather for fun at Lake Nokomis Beach on Tuesday evening, July 15 at 5:30. Bring 
your beach blanket, towel, water toys, and either picnic food or money for The Painted Turtle. Popsicles provided. 
Find us by the Minnehaha lawn side on the beach! 

 

Second Grade Bibles 
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Youth-Led Sunrise Easter Service 

Puzzle Room Youth Group fun 

Palm Sunday 
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Your generosity also supports these Minnehaha areas:  
Minnehaha UMC Youth: Six college scholarships to graduating high school seniors. $3,000 ($500 each) 
Minnehaha UMC All Church Winter Play – James and the Giant Peach: Play Rights, props, advertising, 
concessions, sound/custodial staff support, and paypal fees. $2,647 
Minnehaha UMC Food Shelf: Food distribution to local residents. Also providing mittens, hats, and toys for 
children at Christmas time. $250 
Minnehaha UMC MinneHarvest: Food distribution with no resident restrictions. Also providing backpacks when 
children head back to school. $250 
Minnehaha UMC Hospitality:  Peace Coffee and kitchen expenses. $275 
Minnehaha Office Supplies: Copier/newsletter expenses and half of the new credit card Ipad/case. $385 
 
We have a mighty crew of folks serving dinner at Simpson shelter once a month. We are so pleased to be able to use 
food items from the MinneHarvest along with economically buying the other ingredients, paid for from UWF funds. 
Our future dates are Monday, June 30, Tuesday July 29 and Monday Aug. 25, meeting at church to carpool at 5:20 
and returning around 8:30. Servers during the last two months have been Cory Dallas, Lucas Messier, Mary Vrabel, 
Char Johnson, Craig Johnson, Kevin Korell, Susan DeLattre, Kitty Campbell and Maureen Trepp. Our chefs are 
Char Johnson and Margaret Rawson. 

 
Big Rummage Sale a Great Success!! 
Switching the annual rummage sale to June from 
September has worked out quite well as You all had 
plenty of rummage, or “treasures” as Pete Johnson 
would say. Sharing the sale’s profits with the church 
treasury has been great and having it on Friday-Sunday 
gave us more days to get ready in the Fellowship Hall. 
This sale would not have happened without the 
generous support of the following volunteers: Annette 
Meier, Sarah Hicks, Char Johnson, Julie Darlington, 
Paula Barton, Margaret Rawson, David Hougen, Linda 
Duncan, Becky Nyseth, Jane Moren, Susan Delattre, 
Jenny Ammerman, Kim & Chuck Kanuit, Hassan 
Barzani, Mike Schow, Sarah Selvig, Gene Thompson, 
Jeff Sandager, Beth Minehart, Sharon Shimomura, Lil 
Grothe, Diane Strobel, Rachel McLain, Katie Hughes, 
Mary Vrabel, Gail Minehart, Scott Gruenhagen, Kip 
Kirkpatrick, Geri Cook, Becca & Sylvie Fehr, Katie 
Klug and others whose names I have missed. You made 
this happen! There will be a financial report in the next 
newsletter.  
 
Please continue to care for others, women and children 
of the world and yourself. Take pleasure in giving; share 
your joys and worries with God and live in love and 
peace.  Your UWF President, Maureen Trepp 

(Continued from page 2) 
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Several of our longest-term members 

welcomed our newest members to 

Minnehaha! 
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Reconciling United Methodists 
Twin Cities PRIDE will take place June 28 and 29.  THANK YOU for 
your past participation in the MN Reconciling Congregations booth in Loring 
Park!  Now we need your help to make this year’s PRIDE another 
resounding success.  Our presence and witness as United Methodists is 
especially important given all that is happening in the name of “Christianity”, 
“protecting children” and trying to eliminate the presence & history of 
LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC persons! 
Booth in Loring Park 
Once again we will have a booth in Loring Park on Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
7 p.m. and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.  By signing up, you help let PRIDE 
attendees know that there is a place for them in United Methodist 
congregations and help build positive interactions by giving them a rainbow 
peace medallion. Jobs are available for both introverts and extroverts.  
Sign up for your shift online at:   ttsu.me/hnhbvz   
 
Parade along Hennepin Avenue 
The Parade will be on Hennepin Avenue. It begins at 11 a.m. on Sunday 
(participants need to be in place prior to this time) and will go from 3rd & 
Hennepin to Loring Park.  This is a great way to be part of the PRIDE 
celebration!  All ages are welcome to participate. Don Prestly is coordinating 
the Parade preparations. Please contact Don at don.prestly@gmail.com with 
questions.  More information will be sent out closer to PRIDE.    
 

THANK YOU for your help to make this another successful 
 TC PRIDE! 

School Supply Drive 
Thanks to the wonderful joy of 
buying school supplies of a very 
generous member of Minnehaha 
we are off to a good start on our 
annual school supply drive.  

Every year we provide backpacks 
filled with school supplies for 120 
to 180 children of the families that 
attend the Minneharvest. With the 
help of members and friends of 
our church we can make the 
beginning of the school year 
special for these children.  

Some of the ways to help with this 
mission 

 Buy school supplies and bring 
them to church 

 Designate an offering for 
school supplies in the Sunday 
offering 

 Donate cash to be used for 
school supplies 

Backpacks will be handed out at 
the Aug 23rd  MinneHarvest. 

Our Church  Auction on Palm 

Sunday was a big success! 

mailto:don.prestly@gmail.com
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Wednesday Night Picnic  
Join us for our weekly mid-week meal 
outside on the church side lawn. There will 
be grilled burgers and hotdogs. Feel free to 
bring simple sides. Children are welcome to 
play on the playground. 

*Rainsite: Fellowship Hall 

If you would like to help with a Wednesday 
Night Picnic, sign-up link: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/
d/1gTKH1eNo8KsLeYeHOnxWGWNDw
cT0mafLfiZocrQTDlQ/edit?usp=sharing 

https://click-624333.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=84323781&msgid=2201549&act=LAQ1&c=624333&pid=6892816&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1gTKH1eNo8KsLeYeHOnxWGWNDwcT0mafLfiZocrQTDlQ%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&cf=19343&v=ded7cc130b5099
https://click-624333.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=84323781&msgid=2201549&act=LAQ1&c=624333&pid=6892816&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1gTKH1eNo8KsLeYeHOnxWGWNDwcT0mafLfiZocrQTDlQ%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&cf=19343&v=ded7cc130b5099
https://click-624333.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=84323781&msgid=2201549&act=LAQ1&c=624333&pid=6892816&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fspreadsheets%2Fd%2F1gTKH1eNo8KsLeYeHOnxWGWNDwcT0mafLfiZocrQTDlQ%2Fedit%3Fusp%3Dsharing&cf=19343&v=ded7cc130b5099


 

“A Summer of  Pickles, Pesto, and Pastoring” 
(Our pastor, Becky Sechrist, is on renewal leave this summer through a Lilly Clergy Renewal Grant, 
and she will return on Sept. 2. We are happy to have Rev. Dr. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud, a retired 
United Methodist pastor – filling in for Becky.) 

 
Hi Minnehaha friends!  Our paths have crossed in friendly ways over 
the years, so I am looking forward to serving this summer with pastoral 
coverage for Pastor Becky’s renewal leave.  This is actually the third 
summer I’ve served 
in this way–first at 
Eden Prairie UMC, 

then Lake Harriet UMC, and now I get to share ministry with 
you and Rev. Jean Elliott! 
 My younger son Will was confirmed at Minnehaha 
when Rev. Cooper Wiggen was in residence, and I recall my 
older son played in a marimba trio one Sunday morning too, 
the lively “Stubernic” piece. I have visited 
for preaching, and then some of you have 
been Mahle Lecture regulars at Hamline 
University, where I served for 14 years as 
chaplain and director of the Wesley Center 
for Spirituality, Service and Social Justice. 
I am excited for Becky’s opportunity with spiritual renewal through practices of camping, forest walking, birding, 
and enjoying her family and friends.   My spiritual practices in summer remain pretty urban with veggie gardening 
and composting: berry, cherry and apple picking; and pickles and pesto making (it's amazing what one can use to 
make pesto–carrot greens, turnip greens, lamb’s quarters, even dandelions too).  I consider these spiritual practices 
because Jesus centered his ministry around tables and nourishing food.  Caring for the connection of creation and 
community–including our creaturely kin within soil, water and air–calls out to us over and over again from 
scripture. 
 So for the first 6 weeks of this Minnehaha summer, I plan to draw from a resource curated by the UM 
Creation Justice worship team, following the lectionary scriptures, entitled 
“Believing into Christ” (with the emphasis on “into”--an active, embodied 
process). Our main focus will be selections from the book of Revelation, 
which may seem counterintuitive for eco-reflection, but by interpreting the 
text more as a graphic novel or political comic strip, 
we’ll see John’s earthly concern for transformation, 
rather than a wild and crazy offworld venture.  Let’s 
try reading Revelation more as speculative fiction, 
instead of literal prediction!   
 So as we head into summertime with all of its 
uncertainty, anxiety and chaos, let’s also practice 
together, through song, table, play and prayer as we 
seek to share in the fierce and compassionate love of 
God for all creation.  See you! 
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...we’ll see John’s earthly concern for 

transformation, rather than a wild and 

crazy offworld venture.   

Get to know Nancy!  

(Clockwise) At the beach; 

with husband, Bob,; disaster 

relief last summer in 



3701 East 50th Street  

Minneapolis, MN 55417 

Address Service Requested 

 

Phone: 612/721-6231 

E-Mail: becky@minnehaha.org  

 office@minnehaha.org  
6/25 
 

Visit us online! 

www.minnehaha.org  

mailto:becky@minnehaha.org
mailto:office@minnehaha.org
http://www.minnehaha.org
https://www.facebook.com/MinnehahaUMC

